Pinnacle Sports Outdoor Adult Soccer League
Rules & Regulations

1.

Team Fees and Payments

All teams must have a valid and current credit card (Visa, MasterCard or American Express) stored securely on
Pinnacle Sports’ system prior to the first game of the session. Should a team fail to provide this credit card will
not have completed registration and will not be permitted to play any games. You can provide a credit card by
calling 330-239-0616 or stopping at the front desk on the first night of the session.
Teams must pay their entire league fee no later than the second game day of the session. If there is a balance
remaining on the team fees this will be charged to the credit card we have on file on the game night of the
second week of the session.
The only other time this credit card would be charge is if you fail to notify us that your team cannot attend a
scheduled game. In this case the card on file would be charged the referee fees. See the Game Cancellation
Procedure document for all details.

2.

Rosters & Waivers

Maximum roster size for all adult outdoor soccer leagues is 18 players. All players must have completed and
signed the team roster sheet and have signed an Individual Waiver prior to first outdoor game of every
session. Only players that are on the roster are eligible to play in the Pinnacle Sports Soccer Leagues.
3.

Referee fees

Each team is responsible for paying the referee fees ($15.00 outdoor game, $13 indoor game) per game
directly to the referee. You MUST have the exact amount prior to the game.
4.

General Game Rules

All games will follow FIFA rules except for the modifications outlined within these rules.
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5.

Field Players

Open Men’s Soccer League: Seven (7) outfield players plus one (1) goalkeeper. Minimum age is 16.
Men’s 30+ Soccer League: Seven (7) outfield players plus one (1) goalkeeper. Minimum ages is 30. Each team
is permitted to have a maximum of 2 players aged 28 or older. Players must be 28 at the time of the first
game of the session.
Open Co-Ed Soccer League: Seven (7) our field players, three (3) of which must be female, plus one (1)
goalkeeper who must be male. Minimum age is 16.
30+ Co-Ed Soccer League: Seven (7) our field players, three (3) of which must be female, plus one (1)
goalkeeper who must be male. Minimum age is 30. Each team is permitted to have a maximum of 2 players
aged 28 or older. Players must be 28 at the time of the first game of the session.
ONLY PLAYERS ARE PERMITTED WITHIN THE FIELDS. ALL SPECTATORS MUST WATCH FROM OUTSIDE THE FENCE.

6.

30+ Specific Age Rules

ALL PLAYERS MUST HAVE PHOTO ID WITH THEM AT THE FIELD OF PLAY WHENEVER THEY ARE PLAYING IN THE
30+ LEAGUE.
In the event that a team suspects that their opposition is fielding a player younger than 28, or fielding more than
two players that are between 28 & 29 years old, ONLY THE TEAM MANAGER should report this concern to the
referee. Whenever possible this should be done prior to the start of the game. The referee will ask the suspected
player/s to provide photo ID that verifies their age/date of birth. If the game has started the player in question will
be asked to leave the field of play (substituted) and the player may not enter/re-enter the game until proof of age
has been given to the referee.
If a player is found to be underage or is not able to provide photo ID one or more of the following may be applied:
1- If a player is found to be underage or have no proof of ID BEFORE the game starts the offending player cannot
play in the game. The game will then be played as a regular game and count towards standings.
2- If a player is found to be underage or have no proof of ID AFTER the game starts the offending team will forfeit
the game and a 5-0 win will be awarded to the opposition. There will be no refund of referee fees.
3- If a team is found to break this rule more than once they will be disqualified from the league without refund.
If a player is found to be underage or without photo ID it is the player’s responsibility to provide the referee with
their full name. Failure to do so may result in the team being disqualified from the league
Referees are to report the following on the back of the game sheet: Players full name, team, field number, time of
infraction, ID shown or not.” Team Manager must confirm this when signing the game report card (see rule 13)
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7.

CoEd Specific Rules

All Corner kicks must be taken by a female.
All throw-ins in the attacking half of the field must be taken by a female.
All free kicks and restarts in the attacking half of the field must be taken by a female.
In game penalty kicks must be taken by a female.
Penalty kick shoot out – Teams must alternate between male & female kickers until this cannot continue. E.g.
Male, female, male, female, male, female, male, male, male…

8.

Length of Game

All games will be 56 minutes with a running clock.
There will be no half time.
Please remember there is no guaranteed warm-up space or time on the field prior to games.
9.

Substitutions

All substitutions are on the fly
There are no guaranteed substitutions.
10.

Slide Tackling

Slide tackling is not permitted. In the event of a player performing a slide tackle the opposing team will be
award a direct freekick from where the slide tackle was performed.
If a player slides when no other players are around, for example, to keep a ball in play, it is up to the
referee’s discretion to award a free kick if they feel another player’s safety for at risk.
11.

Player’s Equipment & Uniforms

Teams are required to wear the same color uniform. This includes jersey, shorts and socks. In the event of a
jersey color conflict with another team the home team (first team listed on the schedule) is responsible for
changing jersey color. No jewelry such as chains/necklaces, bracelets, earrings etc., may be worn.
All players MUST wear shin guards. Referees are permitted to prevent players from playing without shin
guards.
Proper footwear which, include tennis shoes, outdoor soccer turf shoes or cleats must be worn. NO METAL
CLEATS PERMITTED.
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12.

Fouls/Misconduct/Penalties/Suspension

We follow the same rules as FIFA in regards to yellow and red cards with the following modifications:
Yellow and red cards may be issued by the referee depending on the type of the offence committed by the
player.
When a player is shown a yellow or red card the player must provide the referee with their full name. This
will be recorded on the game sheet and confirmed by the team manager/representative (see rule 13) after
the game.
ANY PLAYER THAT IS EJECTED FROM A GAME (STRAIGHT RED OR 2 YELLOW CARDS) MUST LEAVE THE FIELD
OF PLAY AND LEAVE THE FACILITY. THE TEAM MANAGER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT THE PLAYER
LEAVES. FAILURE TO LEAVE MAY RESULT IN LONGER SUSPENSIONS, POINT DEDUCTIONS, FORFIETS OR
DISQUALIFICTATION FROM THE LEAGUE. THE GAME MAY NOT RESTART UNTIL THE PLAYER HAS LEFT THE
PREMISSES.
a. Suspensions
A single player that receives two (2) yellow cards in the same game will be suspended for a minimum of 1
game (next scheduled game).
A single player that receives a straight red card will be suspended for a minimum of 3 games (next 3
scheduled games).
Any player shown a red card for violent conduct may be suspended indefinably from playing at Pinnacle
Sports. This will be communicated between the league and the Team Manager.
There can be no appeals for ANY red or yellow cards regardless of the reason for receiving the card.
Pinnacle Sports may contact the Team Manager to inform them of any player suspensions prior to the next
scheduled game. However, it is the PLAYER and TEAM MANAGER from the offending team to understand
and ensure that they are suspended for the number of games as shown above. If there is reason to increase
the suspension from the rules above, Pinnacle Sports will communicate this with the Team Manager. The
Team Manager is responsible for notifying the suspended player and ensuring that the player serves their
suspension.
Any player/team caught not serving his/her suspension will receive further suspensions and their team
may be deducted points or disqualified.
A player that commits multiple yellow or red cards over the course of a season or commits a serious offence
may be suspended indefinitely from playing at Pinnacle Sports.
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13.

Game Report Cards

After each game, the Team Manager or representative from each team MUST sign the referee’s game report
card. When doing so they must confirm any recorded information is correct including:
 Final result
 Name of any players shown a card
 Type of card/s shown
If the referee does not approach a member of the team to sign the report card the team is responsible for
making sure a member of the team approaches the referee.
If the Team Manager/representative notices any incorrect information on the report card they must correct
and clarify any changes with the referee and representative from the opposing team immediately. ALL
PARTIES MUST AGREE THAT ALL INFORMATION IS ACCURATE BEFORE SIGNING THE REPORT CARD.
Failure to sign and confirm information on the game sheet and sign the sheet may result in forfeit, points
deductions, suspensions or disqualifications. This will be dealt with on a case by case basis. Punishment
may be issued depending on the reason/evidence for not signing the report card.

14.

Outdoor Fields
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15.

Rules to Determine League Standings

WIN: 3 points
TIE: 1 point
LOSS: 0 pointS

16.

Tie Breakers

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Total Points
Head-to-head
Goal Differential (Goals scored minus goals conceded)
Most Goals Scored
least Goals Conceded
Penalty Kicks

17.

Playoff Tie Breakers

In the event that a play-off or final game is tied after the regulation 56 minutes the game will have 10 minute
overtime. The overtime period will be 8 v 8 and will have the golden goal rule in effect. If the game is still tied
after overtime the winner will be determined by means of a penalty shootout. The shootout will follow
regular FIFA ruling with 5 designated penalty takers and 1 designated goalkeeper per team. If the game is still
tied after 5 penalty kicks per team the shootout will enter "sudden death" with teams alternating taking
penalty shoots until one team scores and the other team does not.
Note for CoEd: If a CoEd game is tied and goes to penalty kicks, teams must alternate between genders, i.e.
male, female, male female, until this can no longer happen without repeat penalty kick takers. See example
below:
Team 1 has 3 females and 7 males. There kicking order may be male, female, male, female, male, female,
male, male ,male…

18.

Rescheduling of games

In the event that games are cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances, for example weather and other “acts
of God,” we will reschedule the games for a later date. However, if a game gets cancelled during the game
and more than 28 minutes of the game have elapsed there will be no reschedule. In this event the score at
the time of the game being cancelled will be recorded as the final result.
Where possible, we will offer alternative dates to reschedule a cancelled game. However, if a date and time,
out of the given dates, cannot be agreed on between the two teams the league scheduler will determine the
date of the reschedule. Where possible this will be scheduled as a double-header.
See the Soccer Game Cancellation Procedure document for full details
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19.

League Play

The first 6 weeks/games of the session will be conducted as round robin play the last two weeks/games are
playoffs and finals. However, depending on the number of teams in the league there may be occasions where
every team will not play every team. Points will be awarded as shown in the “Rules to Determine league
Standings” section.

20.

Playoffs and Final(s)

The structure of the playoffs and final(s) will be affected by the number of teams in the league. The example
below shows a league with 12 teams. Leagues with lower numbers will have a similar structure will be
developed specifically for the number of teams in the league.
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